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metmakers, making handsome mahogany drawers; and they had
also a printing machine hard at work."

" The labour of every description for the repair, rebuilding,
and cleaning the establishment, is supplied by the convicts. They
were all most respectful in demeanour, and certainly I never saw
such a good-looking set of prisoners, useful occupations (and other
considerate treatment) having apparently improved their counte-
nances.....And besides a ' garden for exercise planted with

orange trees,' there was also a poultry yard for their amusement,
with pheasants and various other kinds of birds; washing-houses,
where they wash their clothes; and a shop, where they can pur-
chase, if they wish, tobacco and other little comforts out of one-
fourth of the profits of their labour, which is given to them.
Another fourth they are entitled to when they leave; the other
half goes to the establishment, and often this is sufficient for all
expenses^ without any assistance from the Government.

Thus the highest success, regarded by Mr. Hoskins as
" really a miracle," is achieved by a system most nearly
conforming to those dictates of absolute morality on which
we have insisted. The convicts are almost, if not quite,
self-supporting. They are subject neither to gratuitous
penalties nor unnecessary restrictions. While made to
earn their living, they are allowed to purchase such en-
joyments as consist with their confinement: the avowed
principle being, in the words of Colonel Montesinos, to
" give as much latitude to their free agency as can be
made conformable to discipline at all." Thus they are
(as we found that equity required they should be) allowed
to live as satisfactorily as they can, under such restraints
only as are needful for the safety of their fellow-citizens.

To us it appears extremely significant that there should
be so close a correspondence between d priori conclusions,
and the results of experiments tried without reference to
such conclusions. On the one hand, neither in the doc*
trines of pure equity with which we set out, nor in the
1 corollaries drawn from them, is there any mention of